Y12 revision session 2 Kant and utilitarianism – application to ethical scenarios (medical and war)

AT1: to ensure all pupils understand the key issues within each ethical topic and clarify any areas of misunderstanding

AT2: to ensure that pupils can apply ethical theories to ethical scenarios

Abortion:
Sanctity of Life

Personhood
Infertility

Right to a child

Euthanasia:

Quality of Life

Right to life

Genetic Engineering:

Humans, animals, plants

Cloning

War and Peace:

Just War

Ethical pacifism

Religious Pacifism

Starter
15 minutes – Give out A2 paper and A4 lined
1. Copy diagram
2. Discuss key criticisms/ advantages and glue to areas they think they fit best to
3. On A4 lined paper make note of any questions to ask at end/ during tasks and record answers)

Familiarising pupils with key points and considering where to use arguments (discrimination)
10 minutes – Give out quotes and key principles 

Add quotes and key ideas where applicable
10 minutes – Give A3 paper to students to make their own version

Include answers to questions you’ve been writing
10 minutes – looking at other groups and improving own notes

Ensuring all areas have a good spread of quotes and principles

10 minutes – Discuss

Clarify any difficulties
5 minutes – feedback on effectiveness

	Jeremy Bentham Principles of Morals and Legislation
	John Stuart Mill Utilitarianism
	Henry Sidgwick The Methods of Ethics

	Act Utilitarianism
	Rule Utilitarianism
	Consequentialism

	Hedonic Calculus
	Hedonist
	Telos

	Teleological
	Principle of Utility
	Intensity

	Duration
	(un) certainty
	Propinquity/ remoteness

	fecundity
	purity
	Extent

	feminism
	“better Socrates dissatisfied than a fool satisfied”
	Higher and lower order pleasures

	Greatest good
	Consists in…
	happiness

	wellbeing
	pleasure
	Preferences satisfied

	animals
	Intellectual and bodily pleasures
	quantify

	justice
	Alasdair Macintyre - justice
	Ethical hedonism – seek general happiness

	Singer – all interests are equally valuable
	“Nature has placed man and the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure.”
	“It would be absurd that…the estimation of pleasures should… depend upon quantity alone…”

	“A being of higher faculties requires more to make him happy, is capable probably of more acute suffering… than one of an inferior type.”
	An action is right if it produces the greatest good for the greatest number.’
	Moral statements are categorical and prescribe irrespective of the result

	
	
	

	Critique of Practical Reason
	A posteriori
	A priori

	analytic
	Categorical imperative
	Kingdom of ends

	Maxim principles that all should act upon
	Moral agents all rational people are moral agents
	‘ought’ implies ‘can’ we must be free to do our duty (not constrained)

	prescriptive
	Summum bonum
	Synthetic

	universalisability
	Good will
	Duty

	Moral law
	deontological
	Hypothetical imperative

	“Two things fill the mind with ever new and increasing admiration and awe…the starry heavens above me and the moral law within me.”
	“If the action would be good simply as a means to something else, then the imperative is hypothetical; but if the action is represented as good in itself…then the imperative is categorical.”
	“There is only one categorical imperative. It is: Act only according to the maxim by which you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law.”

	“Do not act on any principle that cannot be universalised.” (you believe that in this situation, all should act in this way)
	Treat humans as ends in themselves 
“…never merely as a means…” We have a duty to seek the happiness of others
	Act as if you live in a kingdom of ends 

Act as if you and everyone else were treating each other as ends 

	You cannot promote happiness that undermines another’s happiness
	Moral value comes from the intrinsic rightness of an action
	Moral statements are ‘a priori synthetic’ (reason not sense experience)

	“Good will shines forth like a precious jewel’ – the highest form of good is good will. 
	To have a good will is to do one’s duty
	If we were not free we could not make rational choices


