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	Abortion:

	Sanctity of Life

	Absolutist, moment of conception, fertilisation, ensoulment,
	When is it inappropriate to use? How does it apply to the mother? Whose right is greatest? Who else must be considered? When does life begin?
	Catholic Church:  ‘abortion…as an end or a means is gravely contrary to the moral law.’  Aquinas,

	
	Personhood

	Rationality, conscious, sentient, genetic make-up, independent survival
	What does it mean to be a person? Does an unstable, developing being have human rights?
	

	
	Infertility

	AID, AIH, IVF, surrogacy
	God’s intention? Right to reproduce? Does technology make it a right? Are children a gift or a right? What if everyone was fertile? Is it murder to destroy unwanted embryos in IVF?
	Declaration of human rights: Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family.

	
	Right to a child

	Miscarriage, pro-life, pro-choice, human rights, the doctrine of double effect, ectopic pregnancy (developing outside of the womb)
	Gift or right? What is the legal position? Is a foetus only a potential human? Social versus medical reasons?
	Judith Jarvis Thompsons’ violinist example, incest, 

	
	
	
	
	

	Euthanasia:

	Quality of Life

	Persistent vegetative state, relativist, mercy, Switzerland, Dignitas, voluntary (active), involuntary (passive), brain stem death, freedom (from pain), self respect, autonomy, 
	Does our approach differ for LEDCs? Who else comes into the calculation? When are exceptions to the rules about killing acceptable? When does a person cease to be a person? Severely mentally handicapped – still a person? 
	Peter Singer, Reg Crew – motor neurone disease, Diane Pretty, Nazis, Netherlands, emotional and financial burden, severely disabled child, 

	
	Right to life

	Hospice, duty, test of faith, punishment, slippery slope, Living Will (Advance Directive), Hippocratic oath, 
	When is Sanctity of Life inappropriate? Do we have a right to death? Capital punishment? Does suffering have a purpose? How is it different to suicide? What obligations should a doctor have?
	Hick – soul-making, Jesus suffered, Suicide made legal in 1961, Cicely Saunders (Hospice movement), Ms Annie Lindsell (1997), 

	
	
	
	
	

	Genetic Engineering:

	Humans
	Human Embryo Research, DNA, teleological and deontological arguments, 
	How can we apply the Sanctity of Life? Shouldn’t we improve nature if we can? What are the long-term consequences? GE is just a modern version of selective breeding of flora and fauna, is an embryo a person?
	

	
	animals
	Transgenic organisms (have genes from another organism), cancer, cystic fibrosis
	What role does stewardship play? 
	

	
	plants
	GM crops, 
	
	

	
	Cloning

	(a new life form that is a genetic copy of its parent), Therapeutic Cloning, Reproductive Cloning, egg cell, nucleus, stem cells, 
	Why was Dolly ‘older than her body’? Is this a problem? Why is Reproductive cloning more contentious than Therapeutic? What is the ethical difference between adult, embryo and cloned embryonic stem cells? Is everything that benefits humanity good?
	Dolly the Sheep (1997), Christopher Reeve (stem cells), British law?

	
	
	
	
	

	War and Peace:

	Just War

	Methods of warfare, civilians, Holy War, legitimacy, anarchy, self defence,  Augustine, Aquinas, Catholic Bishops (1983), conditions, Jus in bello, Jus ad bellum,  terrorism, lesser of two evils, civil war, tyrant,  belligerent leader, dictatorship, democracy, virtuous motives, evil, WsMD, surgical strike, 
	When is the theory useful/ useless? Why might a country go to war? When is it right to go to war and who should it be conducted against? What is meant by a recognised authority? What makes a cause just? What makes an intention just? Why include comparative justice? Is it possible to assess the likelihood of success? Why proportionality? A last resort? How realistic is it to discriminate between targets?
	Iraq, WWII, Vietnam, Crusades, Jihad, Aristotle, Old Testament (Deut. 3:24), Jesus, Roman Empire, Auschwitz (1945), Treaty of Versailles, 

	
	Ethical pacifism

	Absolutism, relativism, contingent approach, conscription, self defence, weapons manufacture, arms trade, secular reasons, lesser of two evils, 
	When is violence the solution to a problem? What is the Christian Realist response? What does Reinhold Neibuhr say?
	United Nations Charter, Geneva Convention, Gandhi (Ahmisa), 

	
	Religious Pacifism
	Jesus, Buddhism, conscientious objectors, 
	Is the Amish position defensible? Is anything unforgiveable? Can righteous indignation require warfare? 
	Quakers, Jesus, Sermon on the Mount, British Humanist Association,  Martin Luther King, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 




