AIMS: To survey the various types of religious experiences as a pyschologist and to present the findings of this survey and its implications for philosophy. 
CONCLUSIONS: Religious experiences are pyschological phenomena that occur in our brains. However James argues that these experiences may well have a supernatural element to them as well as a physical one.
William James argument for God’s existance: A religious experience is valid if it acheives a certain four characteristics according to William James:
· Ineffable – The experience is beyond proper description. No adequate description can be given in words, which therefore hints at a divine driving force to the experience.
· Noetic – Despite the ineffability, mystical states are not just feelings. The experience gives the mystic a deep and direct knowledge of God.
· Transience – The experience is a temporary one that cannot be sustained, although its effect may last a long time. It can develop and deepen with each subsequent experience, helping a persons view on God to evolve.
· Passive – The experience is not initiated by the mystic but rather they have the sense that something is acting upon them, which they believe to be God.
Evaluation of a Religious Experience BERNADETTE – VISION OF MARY FOR 18 DAYS AT LOURDES. 
· Ineffable – Could be described, as a vision or mirage of a religious figure which spoke to her. Spoke to the village about it – thus describing the event. 
· Noetic –Yes, healed a friend of her, thus could potentially show an insight into God as a loving all powerful entity. 
· Transience – Temporary as it did go away, albeit after 2 weeks. In the large scale, 2 weeks is still just temporary, so yes. And the effect has lasted a long time, as seen by Lourdes being a popular place of pilgrimage for the sick to this day.
· Passive – The vision of the virgin mary, asked Bernadette to return to the spot for another 15 days which could be seen as initiating, and Bernadette did not feel God acting upon her until she saw the vision, so it is dubious as to whether the passive characteristic has been met or not.
Although only two of the four criteria (noetic, transience) were met, James could say that it is logical for God to exist. This is due to the fact that for the individual (i.e. Bernadette), her experience is real, and therefore the cause for this experience in the first place must be real. As she believed the cause to be God, it seems logical that God should exist thus following James’s pragmatic approach of the truth being whatever holds great value for us.

R.M. Hare spoke about ‘bliks’ in reference to religious language. In this instance of religious experiences, he would say someone’s description of their experience may not involve factual claims which all people can agree with, but it still has meaning due to the fact that it influences the way people view the world. For example, if a person was convinced someone was out to kill them, they would change their behaviour to avoid this happening, even if nothing was going to happen. Therefore the belief of this person would be meaningful as if affects their life so greatly even if they were not able to prove what they believe. He called this a ‘blik’ and religious experiences are ‘bliks’ as they affect the way people look at life, but may not be able to be proven. 
